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        While recent focus on large scale assessment has been in the realm of accountability to benchmarks and standards, important issues of how movement toward those same benchmarks and standards can be facilitated through large scale assessment need to be addressed.  This symposium will focus on identified issues of note in using data to move beyond the accountability focus of NCLB and toward a focus on improving student learning. 

        Although the issues of data use to improve student learning are legion and complex, they can be rather simplistically described in three contexts:  having the right data, having the tools to help translate data into meaningful instructional information, and having the knowledge of the data and data tools to be able to use them together. 
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